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Re-structure of Classes

| wrote to you several weeks ago to explain the restructure of our classes. | explained how balancing a
small budget for a small amount of children can bring its challenges as for a school of under 100 pupils,
funding is tight. One of the jobs | take highly seriously is using money and resources for the absolute best
effect for all of our pupils.

From September 2025 the classes will be as follows:
Class 1 — Reception and Year 1

Class 2 — Year 2

Class 3 — Year 3 and Year 4

Class 4 — Year 5 and Year 6

We have used a government written document called ‘Strong foundations in the first years of school’ to
underpin our thoughts around this change. Throughout this whole academic year, | have sourced expertise
from the County Council EYFS team to support the planning and preparing of this change.

As a school, we feel this re-structure will support the children in gaining as much practical experience as
possible in their early years and the chance to access the outdoors and provision-based learning for longer.
This will then give Year 2 a slightly more formal approach, ready for the transition into Key Stage 2, which
sometimes can be quite a big jump.

The way the school will work is as follows:

The Hub — our highly praised provision for our children with additional needs, will move to the Class 1
room. Reception and Year 1 (Class 1) will be based in the Class 2 room. Year 2 (Class 2) will be based in
the room which is currently The Hub. There are partition doors between the library and Hub to make this
space larger when necessary.

There will be times within the week, when the partition doors between Class 1 and 2 are opened allowing
for an amazing, interactive and inclusive space for everyone. We are using our support with the EYFS
teams to develop some new and exciting areas of the classroom for all children to access.

The Hub — Mrs Hall and Miss Dent

Class 1 — Mrs Bradwell and Miss Jackson
Class 2 — Miss Morgan

Class 3 — Mrs Mowbray

Class 4 — Mrs King

Sleep Workshop

On Monday 23 June at 9am, Anita Speirs from the Emotional Well-being Team will be delivering a sleep
workshop for anyone in our community who would find this useful. Sleep is such a fundamental part of
childhood development and it has been recognised county-wide how some children suffer with sleep issues.
This workshop is designed to give families practical advice on how to support secure sleep routines. The
workshop is free to attend and refreshments will be available.

Academic Pride Café

At the end of every term this year, we have had the opportunity for the children to come together to reflect on
everything they have achieved and celebrate the work they have created in their books. We would now like
to invite you along to celebrate your child’s successes and look in close detail with them at their books from
across the curriculum. On Friday 4" July, we are inviting you into classes to see your child’s work. We will



organise this into House Teams like we did for the Easter Craft morning. This is so parents and carers can
be with all of their children at the same time. After drop off, we will invite parents to come into the hall from
8:55 then join their child in their House from 9:05.

Oak — Hall with Miss Morgan
Ash — Class 2 with Mrs Bradwell
Fir — Class 3 with Mrs Mowbray
Elm — Class 4 with Mrs King.

Everyone is invited, our governors will hopefully join us too and have refreshments while celebrating
everything that has been achieved this year. We will have an additional quiet slot at 3pm for parents of the
children in The Hub. Texts will go out the day before so you know which room you will be in.

Baby Group Stay and Play

We have noticed the nicer weather has meant the attendance of our baby/toddler group has tailed off. Just
to let you know that we are still running the group from 2:15 on a Friday for pre-school children to attend. We
have a selection of toys, books and games for you to enjoy with your child and give you the opportunity to
chat to other parents. The group is free of charge and refreshments are available.

Beach Trip
We are going to Seaham beach on Thursday 3™ July. At the beach we will go rock pooling on the morning

and then do coast-line studies throughout the afternoon. We ask for a contribution of £5 towards the cost of
the coach and the workshops to be paid by 27" June. Last year it was an absolute wash out and we came
home early! We have asked the bus company if we can cancel ahead of time if the weather is looking poor.
Please help us to manage expectations and | will make the call on Tuesday 15t July to give plenty of warning.
If there is any doubt of rain, we will re-arrange for another time.

Newby Wiske Residential

Every year, Class 4 are given the opportunity to go on a residential visit. We have used various providers
over the years but have found that PGL offer an excellent programme of outdoor activities and great
accommodation. The trip for class 4 pupils has been booked for 9t — 11™ July. This is at a cost of £280. We
request that the final balance is paid by Friday 27™ June.

Football on the MUGA

The 3 pitch approach and Girls Only on a Friday has worked well so far. | am pleased to report that by the
end of week 2, rough play has reduced with less reported incidents. Hopefully this pattern will continue over
the coming weeks as | love to see the children doing what they enjoy. Thank you for your support with this
matter as | am sure you will agree, good behavior and respect are the highest priority.

PE days

Please can children come to school on their PE day dressed in PE kit. PE kit comprises of navy joggers and
jumper /hoody and a white t-shirt. Please can all hair be tied back and all jewellery be removed. Please wear
plain or school branded items only.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Class 3 swimming | Class 1 and 2 Class 4 Class 1 and 2
at Spennymoor Class 3
Leisure Centre Class 3 Class 4

Forest School and
outdoor sport for
all classes

Diary Dates

Please see important dates coming up in the Spring Term.



Date/time Event
12.06.2025 Year 5/6 Athletics at Shildon Race Track.
12.06.2025 3:30 — 4:30 Parents meeting for Reception starters
20.06.2025 Y5/6 Cricket Festival
23.06.2025 Sleep Workshop — 9am school hall — all parents welcome
30.06.2025 Class 3 Trip to Binchester Roman Fort
03.07.2025 Whole School Trip to Seaham Beach
Academic Pride Coffee Morning for parents/carers/family to share work achieved with
04.07.2025 their children
07.07.2025 Sports Day from 1pm
08.07.2025 New Starters Day and moving up morning — 9am start
??:8;:%832 Newby Wiske Residential
16.07.2025 Year 6 Leavers Assembly — 9:05
16.07.2025 Byers Fest — Outdoor festival for children
18.07.2025 School Closes for Summer

More dates will be updated in this table as other opportunities arise — please keep checking.

Thank you for reading our newsletter. Please get in touch if | can help you in any way.

Kind regards,

&.E.Dodds




